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Are We The Party of “No”?
This Month’s Meeting
Our guest speaker for this month’s luncheon at
12 noon on Tuesday, May 3, 2016 at the
Wyndam Garden Hotel on E. 70th Street will
be Congressman, and candidate for U.S.
Senate, Dr. John Fleming.
Congressman John Fleming has represented
Louisiana’s 4th Congressional district since
2009, which is most of the western side of the
state and home to BAFB and Fort Polk/Joint
Readiness Training center, two of our country’s
leading military bases.
In April, the American Conservative Union
released its 2015 scorecard for Congress,
based on key issues that they think are
important for conservatives, and it named Dr.
Fleming (along with Garret Graves), as the
most conservative Louisiana Congressmen in
2015, and this comes on the heels of
endorsements by former presidential candidate
Rick Santorum, who won Louisiana’s primary
in 2012, and Phyllis Schlafy.
Growing up in a blue-collar family, John was
taught the value of hard work. He worked his
way through college at the University of
Mississippi and later attended medical school

on a Navy scholarship.
John then served six
years as a Medical
officer. After his time
in the Navy, John
moved to Minden,
Louisiana with his
wife Cindy and
opened a medical
practice that is still
running today. He’s
also started several non-medical
businesses that provide numerous jobs for the
community.
In the House, John serves on two House
Committees: Armed Services and Natural
Resources where he is Chairman of the
Subcommittee on Water, Power and Oceans.
He also serves as Co-Chairman of the GOP
Doctor’s Caucus, a group that includes 14
physicians who work to develop patientcentered health care reforms.
John and his wife Cindy have been married for
37 years and have four children and three
grandchildren. Join us Tuesday and let’s visit.
Reservations not required. Eating is $13 and
listening is free.

Copyright © 2016 by Caddo Republican Parish Executive Committee.
All rights reserved. Readers may use any articles in their publications, if source is cited.

From the Chairman
Dear Fellow Republicans,
If you are like me, you probably find yourself
saying “no” more often these days than usual.
“No” to continued deficit spending by the federal
government, “no” to government-run health care,
“no” to higher and higher taxes from Baton
Rouge, “no” to illegal immigration or sanctuary
cities…the list seemingly goes on and on. But we
are positive-thinking people, you may say. For
us, the glass may always be half-full. Every day
may not be good, but there's something good in
every day. Every cloud has a silver lining. Our
attitude determines our altitude. We turn lemons
into lemonade, and when one door closes,
another one opens. If we can dream it, by golly,
we can do it. A positive anything is better than
negative nothing.
But our chorus of “no” to more and more policy
initiatives from Washington, and higher and
higher taxes being levied from Baton Rouge, has
become so routine that Democrat talking points
now repeatedly characterize the Republican
Party as the “Party of No”.
But what if your parents had given up on saying
“no” to you? What if they had given into silence
about the things that matter? Grown weary of the
debates and disciplining that shaped who you
are today? Frankly, as a child, being told “no”
taught us responsibility, honesty, and manners. It
taught us that we have choices in life and that
there was a difference between what we may
have wanted — and what we may have needed.
So, if you grow weary of saying “no”, just
remember the words of Thomas Jefferson when
he said, “Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.”
And our country needs that now, perhaps more
than ever before.
In closing, and as always, please consider
making a contribution to the Caddo Republican
PEC, or to volunteer your time. Contributions of
any amount may be made by mailing a check to:
Caddo RPEC, 1941-C East 70th Street,
Shreveport, LA 71105 or by clicking the following
link to contribute by credit or debit card, http://
bit.ly/CaddoRPEC (but you don’t need a Paypal
account to contribute online).
Very truly yours,

Louis R. Avallone

Desoto PEC Inaugural Meeting
Congratulations to our fellow Republicans in
Desoto Parish on their very first PEC (Parish
Executive Committee) luncheon this week.
There's lots of folks who feel the Republican
Party leadership has left them behind, but a
strong party system is the best defense we have
in guarding our freedom, and when you are with
those who feel the same way, it's inspiring.
Congratulations to newly elected Desoto Parish
RPEC Chair Bryan Norwood, Vice-Chair
Richard Burford, Secretary Brandy Pearce,
and Treasurer Elizabeth Simpson-Pickett. Also
attending was the Woman's Republican Club of
Shreveport’s 1st V.P. Amanda Downing, Caddo
RPEC Treasurer Micheal Collins, and Caddo
RPEC Chair Louis R. Avallone.
The role of the PEC within each parish is to
ensure that the Party maintains a cohesive
operation, statewide. PECs, and the events they
sponsor, offer many people the opportunity to
participate in the political process in a meaningful
manner, and most often in ways that they could
not otherwise. These folks are the “grassroots” of
the Party. They are the volunteers who spend
countless hours supporting Party interests, and
organizing Party events, speakers, luncheons,
and rallies. They are the ones whose efforts are
the least recognized, or appreciated, but perhaps
are the most important.
They do it because they believe their work for the
Party is meaningful and that they are making a
difference...and they definitely are.
Large-scale democracies need an institution, like
political parties, to educate the electorate and
organize public opinion, and that's what makes it
so exciting for support the Desoto Parish
Republicans, and PECs throughout the state who
are, in fact, renewing our democracy every day.
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Medallion Club
Join The Ranks!
The 2016 Medallion Club membership drive is
beginning and we are grateful for the tremendous
support, and unwavering commitment of our
Caddo Parish Republican supporters. As many of
you know, the Medallion Club effort raises the
necessary funds to run the office, pay for the
newsletter, and conduct other Party activities.
Gold Medallion members level is $200 and above,
Medallion membership is $100-199 and Supporter
level membership is up to $99. You can contribute
online by visiting http://bit.ly/CaddoRPEC or
checks may be dropped off to the office at 1941-C
East 70th Street, Shreveport 71105. Contributions
are not tax deductible. Gold Medallion: Jean
Laster, Austin G. Robertson, Jr., Harold
Coates, PRWC. Medallion: Jim Allen, Martha
Allen, Sylvia Norton, Steve Riall, Jack Daniel,
and Olive Stuart.

National Convention: Unplugged
It is often said that, “What a party wants is not a
good president, but a good candidate,” because
only good candidates are likely to get the chance
to demonstrate that they can be good presidents.
In order to win the 2016 Republican presidential
nomination, a candidate must win 1,237 delegates
at the national convention (this figure is current as
of April 21, 2016). Currently, there are expected to
be a total of 2,472 delegates at the Republican
National Convention. That’s 50% plus 1. Only
Trump and Cruz have a mathematical chance at
this point of winning a majority of delegates
needed to secure the nomination on a first ballot,
especially if Rule 40(b) is kept in place because,
per the 2012 rules, those are the only two people
that can be voted on.
So, what does “first ballot”, “second ballot”, etc.
mean? Once the first ballot, or vote, has occurred,
and no candidate has a majority of the delegates'
votes, the convention is then considered
brokered; thereafter, the nomination is decided
through a process of alternating political horse
trading—and additional re-votes.
Rule 40(e) then states that if no candidate has
received the majority of votes, "the chairman of
the convention shall direct the roll of the states be
called again and shall repeat the calling of the roll
until a candidate shall have received a majority of

the votes.” In Louisiana,
at-large
and
congressional district
delegates who are
bound to candidates will
be bound to them only
on the first ballot of the
roll call nomination vote
in Cleveland, per Rule 4(f).
As the 2012 convention convened in Tampa, the
threshold for qualifying for nominating speeches
and floor demonstrations was proof of plurality
support from the delegations of five states. To
make sure that Ron Paul didn’t qualify in 2012,
the Romney campaign changed the threshold to
require demonstrated proof of support from the
majority of the delegations from eight states. The
Romney campaign went even farther and
changed the rules to prevent even the counting of
delegate votes cast for candidates who didn’t
meet the eight-state threshold. That threw out the
votes earned by all candidates except
Romney. This is rule 40(b).
Under the current rules, the 2016 convention
could be deadlocked because so many of the
delegates’ votes might not be counted (if the 2012
rules remain in place) and no one could assemble
the required 1,237 delegate votes. Or after a
deadlock, a majority of the delegates might be
ready to nominate someone they couldn’t vote for
because that preferred candidate didn’t meet the
required threshold before the first ballot under rule
40(b). There has been much talk of eliminating
Rule 40(b), but very little concrete action.
It’s also important to remember that the only time
the Republican party’s rules can be officially
rewritten and adopted is every four years at its
national convention. That duty falls first to the
convention’s Committee on Rules, a group of 112
members — one man and one woman from each
of the 50 states and six territories, elected by
members of their convention delegations. They
meet the weekend prior to the convention and are
tasked with approving the package of rules that
will govern not only the convention but also the
Republican party for the ensuing four years. Once
a package is passed by a majority of the
committee, it must be ratified by a majority of the
convention delegates on the floor. Then, and only
then, does the Republican party have an official
set of rules by which to operate.
The 2016 Republican National Convention (RNC)
will convene in Cleveland, OH on July 18-21.
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If you are an email subscriber to the newsletter, please don’t forget to advise the editor (louisavallone@caddogop.com)
when you change your email address. If you are not, subscribe via full-color email by emailing the editor today!
The Women’s Republican Club
of Shreveport (WRC) meets
every 3rd Wednesday of the
month at 11:45 a.m. at East
Ridge Country Club. Lunch is
$18.00. Reservations can be
made
by
emailing
rsvp.wrc@gmail.com or calling
795-0870 and leave a message.
Men are invited to attend and join
as associates.
The Professional Republican
Women (PRWC) meets at 6:00
p.m. at Savoie’s The Catering
Place on the 3rd Tuesday of
each
month.
Email
PRWC1989@gmail.com or
contact Pam Gutekunst

(pamgutekunst@bellsouth.net,
797-0802) for reservations (menu
is fried catfish, unless chef salad
is requested in advance). Men
are welcome to attend and join
as associates. Meals at $12.00.
The Republican Women of
Bossier (RWB) meet on the 4th
Tuesday of the month at the
Stonebridge Country Club. “Meet
and Greet” starts at 5:30 p.m.
Meals are $18.00. Listening is
free. Email Gail Bradley at
rwbmeal@gmail.com or by
calling her at 572-5853, for
reservations (RSVP, please, by
the Monday before). Men are
welcome as associates.

Calendar of Events
May 3
May 8
May 17
May 18
May 19
May 24
May 30

- GOP Luncheon,
Dr. John Fleming
- Mother’s Day
- PRWC dinner
- WRC luncheon
- PEC Meeting
- RWB Meeting
- Memorial Day

THE CADDO REPUBLICAN is the monthly newsletter of the Caddo Republican Party. Mail articles, suggestions, recommendations, and
complaints to the Editor at 1941-C E. 70th St., Shreveport, LA 71105 or via email louisavallone@caddogop.com. This newsletter is
designed to provide information regarding the subject matter covered. The editors are NOT engaged in rendering legal, accounting, or other
professional services. If legal advice or other expert assistance is required, please seek the services of a competent professional. The
opinions expressed are those of the Editors and contributors and not necessarily those of the Party.
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Parliamentarian/Publicity Chair
Louisiana State Republican Party
Webmaster
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Susan Taylor
Jolene Woods
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