
This Month’s Meeting
Our guest speaker for this month’s luncheon at 
12 noon on Tuesday, October 4, 2016 at the 
Wyndam Garden Hotel on E. 70th Street will 
be Caddo Parish Commissioner Mike 
Middleton.  

Mike Middleton was elected in 2015 as Caddo 
Parish Commissioner for District 8, after 
retiring from serving the citizens of Caddo 
Parish for 35 years with the Caddo Parish 
Sheriff's Office. 

Recently, the Caddo Parish Commission 
accepted the report of its own Caddo Parish 
Charter Review Committee that was chaired by 
Liz Swaine, Director of the Shreveport 
Downtown Development Authority (DDA), 

This committee was tasked by Commissioners 
with reviewing the Caddo Parish Home Rule 
Charter for possible amendments. These 
amendments are expected to go before the 
voters for a public vote. Some have said that 
these amendments are cosmetic changes only, 
and merely a method for Commissioners to 
sanction pay increases for themselves, while 
claiming that the questionable practices of the 
past have been corrected.  

Whether that is true or 
n o t i s a m a t t e r o f 
opinion, but an example 
of encouraging change 
w a s M i d d l e t o n ’ s 
research that indicated 
that the annual salary 
of Commissioners was 
initially $8,400 in 1997 
— it’s now $22,707. 
So, shortly after his 
e l e c t i o n t o t h e 
C o m m i s s i o n ,  
Middleton requested that his 
salary be paid the same as it was in 1997, at 
least until a court decision is made regarding 
pay increases for Commissioners.  

In fact, in May of this year, Middleton’s efforts 
forced an open vote on three (3) retirement-
related pay resolutions, but the discussion was 
ended promptly, and was moved into an 
executive session, out of earshot of the voters 
and the news media. 

Join us Tuesday and let’s visit. Reservations 
not required. Eating is $13 and listening is free.
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Why Our Creator Is On The Ballot 
Next Month…More Than Ever Before



From the Chairman

Dear Fellow Republicans, 

We talk about the power of prayer. About how it 
can transform a life, enlighten and guide us. 
Inspire us. Many refer to themselves as “prayer 
warriors,” and they belong to prayer groups in 
churches all across our country. 

But is prayer enough? The Bible tells us that faith 
alone, without works, is dead, “What good is it, 
my brothers, if someone says he has faith but 
does not have works?” And yes, oh Lord yes, we 
need both this year, if we ever needed them, for 
sure. 

This was no more evident in recent weeks than in 
the miraculous relief efforts of churches from all 
over our country, who rolled up their sleeves, 
packed up 18-wheelers that were full of supplies, 
drove into Baton Rouge and assisted those who 
lost nearly every material possession they owned 
during the historic flooding there. 

The truth is, though, our country has always 
needed its churches, and prayer. You may not 
have needed it – but our country has – and still 
does. It’s right there in the Declaration of 
Independence, hiding in plain sight. It says, “We 
hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.” 

The reason that prayer is so very needed for our 
country, and our very way of life, is that without 
the Creator, there are no rights to life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. None. And because 
government’s duty is to protect these rights for 
us, it’s necessary that we elect men and women 
who pray. You don’t necessarily have to, but 
those whom we elect must. 

After all, if we continue to elect those who don’t 
acknowledge our rights come from our Creator, 
which appears to be the stance of the 
Democratic Party platform, how can these 
elected officials possibly pretend to protect our 
rights, if they don’t believe the Creator is the 
source of those rights to begin with? Still, we are 
all free to believe what we wish, or not to believe 
at all.  

But what matters to every single one of us, 
though, is that we elect a government that 
acknowledges our rights come from God 
because if they don’t come from God, they must 
necessarily come from man – and what man can 
give, man can also take away.  

Non-believers even make-up a larger voting bloc 
than Catholics, than Protestants, or any other 
religious group out there. And for some reason, 
they also make up a significant portion of the 
Democratic Party – more than 25% of Democrats 
are non-believers. This influence was reflected in 
the 2012 Democratic Party Platform which did 
not mention, whatsoever, our Creator, in any 
shape, form, or fashion. In the Democrat’s 2016 
platform, there were three (3) shorthand 
references to God, but in the context of an 
individual’s “God-given” potential (but no mention 
of any redeeming value that religion provides to 
society). 

So for any of your friends and family who are 
considering voting for a Democrat this election, 
such as in our 4th Congressional District race, 
remind them that we must elect men and women 
who believe in God (even if they don’t), to 
preserve our unalienable rights. And not because 
any of us are holier-than-thou, but because 
elected officials who already believe in God, 
already know it will never be their right, nor has it 
ever been, to decide ours. 

In closing, and as always, please consider 
making a contribution to the Caddo Republican 
PEC, or to volunteer your time. Contributions of 
any amount may be made by mailing a check to: 
Caddo RPEC, 1941-C East 70th Street, 
Shreveport, LA 71105 or by clicking the following 
link to contribute by credit or debit card, http://
bit.ly/CaddoRPEC (but you don’t need a Paypal 
account to contribute online). 

Very truly yours, 

Louis R. Avallone   

Louisiana Going Trump FOR Sure!
In Louisiana, Donald Trump leads Hillary Clinton 
49% to 33%. Few voters remain undecided. 
Trump runs strongest among Republican voters 
(not surprisingly), while Clinton runs strongest 
among black voters. Trump draws twice as many 
votes as Clinton among “other” voters, or those 
voters who are not affliated with either the 
Republican or the Democratic party. 
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Medallion Club, New Clubs
Join The Ranks! 
The 2016 Medallion Club membership drive is 
roaring and we are grateful for the tremendous 
support, and unwavering commitment of our 
Caddo Parish Republican supporters. As many of 
you know, the Medallion Club effort raises the 
necessary funds to run the office, pay for the 
newsletter, and conduct other Party activities. 
Gold Medallion members level is $200 and above, 
Medallion membership is $100-199 and Supporter 
level membership is up to $99. You can contribute 
online by visiting http://bit.ly/CaddoRPEC or 
checks may be dropped off to the office at 1941-C 
East 70th Street, Shreveport 71105. Contributions 
are not tax deductible. Gold Medallion: Jean 
Laster, Austin G. Robertson, Jr., Harold Coates, 
PRWC. Medallion: Jim Allen, Martha Allen, Sylvia 
Norton, Steve Riall, Jack Daniel, Olive Stuart, and 
Mike Bradley. 

The Caddo GOP has also introduced new ways to 
get involved and support your local Caddo 
Republican Party efforts. We’ll include more 
information in our July newsletter, but you can 
learn more by visiting http://new.caddogop.com/
donor-clubs. Thanks again to Creighton Light for 
being the very first Chairman’s Circle Club 
member, and Harold and Margaret Coates for 
being our very first Ronald Reagan Club Member. 
Without the generous support of our faithful 
members, our Party’s presence in Caddo Parish 
would be greatly diminished. 

Think It’s Okay To Vote Democrat?
You may want to remind your friends and family to 
“think again” if they are considering voting for a 
Democrat candidate this year, like the one running 
in our 4th Congressional District. If these are the 
same folks who defend their support by saying 
how “conservative” the candidate really is, then 
just ask them, why are they running under the 
banner of a political party whose 2016 platform 
includes: 
1. Prosecute People Who Disagree With The 

Theory of Anthropogenic Climate Change. 
2. Embrace Of $15 Minimum Wage: They’re all 

for it, no matter how many jobs they kill. 
3. Abortion For Everybody On Earth, And You 

Pay. 
4. Increase Entitlement Programs To Bankrupt 

The Country: 2011 marked the first year on 
record where Social Security took in less 
money than it paid out, but the Democrats aim 
to make that permanent. 

5. Amnesty For Virtually All. 

Senate Race “Box of Chocolates”
You know, sometimes “you never know what 
you’re going to get”, as the line from the movies 
goes, and the latest polling shows that, for sure. 
State Treasurer John Kennedy (R) continues to 
lead the field, but Congressman Charles 
Boustany (R) is running an extremely close 
second. Attorney Caroline Fayard (D) and Public 
Service Commissioner Foster Campbell (D) 
come in th i rd and fourth respect ively. 
Congressman John Fleming (R) rounds out the 
top five with more than one in four likely voters 
are undecided. Over half of the voters in 
Boustany’s Congressional district picked him as 
their choice for US Senator. Kennedy shows 
strongest in Congressional District 6. Fayard 
holds a slight lead over Campbell among 
Democrats (19% to 17%) and a ten point lead 
among black voters. 

Caddo GOP Debate Party
Caddo Republicans gathered on Monday night, 
September 26 to watch the Presidential debate at 
Cantina Laredo in Shreveport, and it was an evening 
shared with lots of hooting and hollering, especially 
among many young people who had come for dinner, 
before the debate began, and who stayed afterwards, 
to discuss how each candidate performed. Kudos to 
KSLA, KTAL, and KTBS who all had reporters on 
hand to share some of our Republican reactions with 
the voters, and the C.L. Bryant Show, for their on-air 
publicizing of the event, as well.  

A CNN/ORC poll released shortly the debate found 
that Hillary Clinton scored a victory over her rival 
Donald Trump, but one problem: the survey sample 
included 41% Democrats compared to just 26% 
Republicans! That’s right: 33% of the people 
surveyed in the poll identified as Independents, 41% 
identified as Democrats, and just 26% identified as 
Republicans. Online polling showed Trump the 
winner. In fact, popular website “Buzzfeed” reported 
Trump dominating the debate, with 11.5 million 
votes, followed up by Clinton at only 70,300 votes. 
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Calendar of Events
The Women’s Republican Club 
of Shreveport (WRC) meets 
every 3rd Wednesday of the 
month at 11:45 a.m. at East 
Ridge Country Club. Lunch is 
$18.00. Reservations can be 
m a d e b y e m a i l i n g 
rsvp.wrc@gmail.com or calling 
795-0870 and leave a message. 
Men are invited to attend and join 
as associates. 

The Professional Republican 
Women (PRWC) meets at 6:00 
p.m. at Savoie’s The Catering 
Place on the 3rd Tuesday of 
e a c h m o n t h . E m a i l 
PRWC1989@gmai l . com o r 
c o n t a c t P a m G u t e k u n s t 

(pamgutekunst@bellsouth.net, 
797-0802) for reservations (menu 
is fried catfish, unless chef salad 
is requested in advance). Men 
are welcome to attend and join 
as associates. Meals at $12.00. 

The Republican Women of 
Bossier (RWB) meet on the 4th 
Tuesday of the month at the 
Stonebridge Country Club. “Meet 
and Greet” starts at 5:30 p.m. 
Meals are $18.00. Listening is 
free. Email Gail Bradley at 
rwbmeal@gmai l .com or by 
calling her at 572-5853, for 
reservations (RSVP, please, by 
the Monday before). Men are 
welcome as associates.
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October 4         - GOP Luncheon, 
           Mike Middleton 

October 18       - PRWC dinner 

October 19        - WRC luncheon 

October 21       - PEC Meeting 

October 25       - RWB luncheon 

If you are an email subscriber to the newsletter, please don’t forget to advise the editor (louisavallone@caddogop.com) 
when you change your email address. If you are not, subscribe via full-color email by emailing the editor today!
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