
This Month’s Meeting
Our guest speaker for this month’s luncheon at 
12 noon on Tuesday, September 6, 2016 at 
the Wyndam Garden Hotel on E. 70th Street 
will be candidate for the U.S. Senate, and 
Louisiana State Treasurer, John Kennedy. 

John Kennedy was elected to his fifth term as 
State Treasurer in 2015. As Treasurer, he 
oversees the state’s $10.6 billion investment 
portfolios. He also oversees local and state 
bond issues and returns millions of dollars in 
unclaimed property each year. Prior to his 
position as Treasurer, John served as 
Secretary of the Department of Revenue, 
Special Counsel to Governor Roemer and 
Secretary of Governor Roemer’s Cabinet.  
A lifelong Democrat, Kennedy announced in a 
letter to his constituents that he was leaving 
the Democratic Party and joining the 
Republicans, effective August 27, 2007. In his 
letter, he announced that he would run again 
for state treasurer. In 2008 Kennedy ran again 
for the U.S. Senate, this time as a Republican, 
against incumbent Senator Mary Landrieu. He 
lost 52.1 to 45.7 percent. He was also an 
attorney and partner in the Baton Rouge and 
New Orleans law firm of Chaffe McCall. 

John graduated magna cum laude in political 
science, philosophy and economics from 
Vanderbilt, was 
president of his 
senior class, 
and elected to 
P h i B e t a 
K a p p a . H e 
received his 
l aw degree 
f r o m t h e 
University of 
Virginia and 
his B.C.L. degree from 
Oxford University in England where he was a 
First Class Honors graduate.  

John is an adjunct professor at LSU Law 
School and is a volunteer substitute teacher for 
East Baton Rouge Parish public schools. 

He resides in Madisonville, Louisiana, with his 
wife Becky and their son, Preston. They are 
founding members of the North Cross United 
Methodist Church. 

Join us Tuesday and let’s visit. Reservations 
not required. Eating is $13 and listening is free.
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 Not Comfortable With Trump?  
How About 4 More Years  of This?
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From the Chairman
Dear Fellow Republicans, 

The “unofficial beginning” of campaign season is 
upon us with the arrival of the “unofficial last day” 
of summer — Labor Day. Rasmussen Reports 
national telephone and online survey, published 
September 1, shows that Trump leads with 40% 
support to Clinton’s 39% among likely U.S. 
voters, after Clinton led 42% to 38% a week 
previously. And this is after Clinton has raised 
more than $400 million during her campaign. 

Still, there are some that say they are not 
“comfortable” voting for Donald Trump, they say. 
Ted Cruz. John Kasich. Lindsey Graham. And 
more than 75 Republicans have signed a letter 
urging that the Republican Party spend the 
party's money on helping secure the Republican 
majority in the Senate, and not on Donald 
Trump's presidential campaign. 

They are not comfortable?  Not comfortable? 
Pardon me, but I don’t give a damn about their 
comfort. This election isn’t just about them, or 
their namby-pamby “wow, I’m a big kid now” 
culture of “what’s in it for me”.  

How “comfortable” was the First Infantry Division 
when they hit the beach at Omaha, knowing they 
would not likely survive the German snipers firing 
at them, as their landing craft doors swung open, 
during the D-Day invasion in 1944? How 
“comfortable” is the mother or father who 
watches their son or daughter go off to war, not 
knowing exactly where they are, or if they will 
ever see them again? Not knowing if they are 
enduring heat and hunger, or surviving mortar fire 
and roadside bombs?  

How “comfortable” were the American soldiers in 
the Revolutionary War, who were merely a group 
of civilians fighting the most formidable and 
professional army in the world, not to mention the 
world's greatest navy? Or how “comfortable” 
were those who signed our Declaration of 
Independence, sacrificing their own lives and 
property, for the belief that our rights are granted 
unto us by our Creator, while committing High 
Treason against Great Britain and their 
sovereign, King George the 3rd, in the process? 

If this is the type of discomfort they feel they are 
experiencing, perhaps they can muddle through 
the pain, and choose the candidate most likely to 
protect our Constitutional principles, because it’s 

what our country needs, and not just because of 
what they want. 

And now, we no longer feel in control of our own 
lives. Well, how “comfortable” does that make 
you feel? How “comfortable” are you that 
government has seemingly crept into every nook 
and cranny, and that we can’t choose our doctor 
anymore, or the curriculum being taught in our 
schools, or even practice our religion in some 
instances, without being bullied into silence. How 
“comfortable” are you that we can’t even recite 
the Pledge of Allegiance “under God” without 
being sued? Or that we’re paying more and more 
taxes each year, and that household incomes are 
the lowest they’ve been in 20 years, and that 94 
million Americans are not even working right now 
– how “comfortable” does that make you feel? 

She wants to raise taxes on the middle class 
(saying everyone should pay their “fair share”) 
and she will continue deficit spending and 
increasing our federal debt with a $275 billion 
federal investment in public works spending. Her 
national security policy will be more of the same 
that allowed ISIS to gain power and become the 
world’s most dangerous organization, and her 
immigration policy will simply promote more 
sanctuary cities where people in our country 
illegally can evade prosecution of our laws and 
conceal themselves long enough to attack our 
homeland, all while political correctness 
continues to run amuck and silence the voices of 
those who should be heard.  

Not everything that feels “comfortable” is what we 
need, and not everything that is “uncomfortable” 
should be avoided. In fact, if you look back at 
your life, the times that you are most grateful for 
are often those times where you were not 
“comfortable” because it was in those times that 
you became stronger. And I believe the same can 
be true for our country. 

In closing, and as always, please consider 
making a contribution to the Caddo Republican 
PEC, or to volunteer your time. Contributions of 
any amount may be made by mailing a check to: 
Caddo RPEC, 1941-C East 70th Street, 
Shreveport, LA 71105 or by clicking the following 
link to contribute by credit or debit card, http://
bit.ly/CaddoRPEC (but you don’t need a Paypal 
account to contribute online). 

Very truly yours, 

Louis R. Avallone   
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Medallion Club, New Clubs
Join The Ranks! 
The 2016 Medallion Club membership drive is 
roaring and we are grateful for the tremendous 
support, and unwavering commitment of our 
Caddo Parish Republican supporters. As many of 
you know, the Medallion Club effort raises the 
necessary funds to run the office, pay for the 
newsletter, and conduct other Party activities. 
Gold Medallion members level is $200 and above, 
Medallion membership is $100-199 and Supporter 
level membership is up to $99. You can contribute 
online by visiting http://bit.ly/CaddoRPEC or 
checks may be dropped off to the office at 1941-C 
East 70th Street, Shreveport 71105. Contributions 
are not tax deductible. Gold Medallion: Jean 
Laster, Austin G. Robertson, Jr., Harold Coates, 
PRWC. Medallion: Jim Allen, Martha Allen, Sylvia 
Norton, Steve Riall, Jack Daniel, Olive Stuart, and 
Mike Bradley. 

The Caddo GOP has also introduced new ways to 
get involved and support your local Caddo 
Republican Party efforts. We’ll include more 
information in our July newsletter, but you can 
learn more by visiting http://new.caddogop.com/
donor-clubs. Thanks again to Creighton Light for 
being the very first Chairman’s Circle Club 
member, and Harold and Margaret Coates for 
being our very first Ronald Reagan Club Member. 
Without the generous support of our faithful 
members, our Party’s presence in Caddo Parish 
would be greatly diminished. 

Signs of Victory!
Please join us on Saturday, September 3, for 
Signs of Victory! We have almost 250 newly-
minted Trump/Pence yard signs, and almost as 
many bumper stickers. Although we’re not sure 
when we will get a new supply from the campaign, 
we’re gathering on Saturday at the Caddo GOP 
Headquarters at 1941 E. 70th Street, between 
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. to distribute our 
complete supply, first-come, first-serve. 

Congressional Debate: A Success!
Approximately 200 guests braved torrential and 
driving rain to make their way to BPCC to hear the 
candidates for the U.S. House of Representatives 
debate the issues facing our country, and our 
district, and how our next Congressman will tackle 
those issues. Thank you to the candidates that 
participated in the debate (Dr. Trey Baucum for 
Congress, Oliver Jenkins, USMC retired, Elbert 
Lee Guillory, Rick John for Congress, and Mike 
Johnson). The passion, and sincerity, in these 
candidates' commitment was palpable. Whomever 
is elected to our 4th Congressional District seat 
must remain faithful to the conservative principals 
upon which our country was founded, and not be 
held by anyone who doesn't know themselves well 
enough to stand firm in their convictions. Special 
thanks to our co-host Bossier Republican PEC, 
especially Rex Moncrief for his tireless efforts to 
bring the event to as many people as possible 
through live streaming, and to the Bossier Parish 
Community College moderators and facility 
p e r s o n n e l w h o o p e r a t e d w i t h s u c h 
professionalism and graciousness.  

Thank you, as well, to our special hosts, Senator 
Barrow Peacock, Tom Arceneaux, Amanda 
Downing, Manpower Bossier City, LA, Sarsh 
Technologies, Inc., CL Bryant, Harold Coates, 
and Paul M. Dickson. 
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Calendar of Events
The Women’s Republican Club 
of Shreveport (WRC) meets 
every 3rd Wednesday of the 
month at 11:45 a.m. at East 
Ridge Country Club. Lunch is 
$18.00. Reservations can be 
m a d e b y e m a i l i n g 
rsvp.wrc@gmail.com or calling 
795-0870 and leave a message. 
Men are invited to attend and join 
as associates. 

The Professional Republican 
Women (PRWC) meets at 6:00 
p.m. at Savoie’s The Catering 
Place on the 3rd Tuesday of 
e a c h m o n t h . E m a i l 
PRWC1989@gmai l . com o r 
c o n t a c t P a m G u t e k u n s t 

(pamgutekunst@bellsouth.net, 
797-0802) for reservations (menu 
is fried catfish, unless chef salad 
is requested in advance). Men 
are welcome to attend and join 
as associates. Meals at $12.00. 

The Republican Women of 
Bossier (RWB) meet on the 4th 
Tuesday of the month at the 
Stonebridge Country Club. “Meet 
and Greet” starts at 5:30 p.m. 
Meals are $18.00. Listening is 
free. Email Gail Bradley at 
rwbmeal@gmai l .com or by 
calling her at 572-5853, for 
reservations (RSVP, please, by 
the Monday before). Men are 
welcome as associates.
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September 6    - GOP Luncheon, 
           John Kennedy 

September 15   - PEC Meeting 

September 20  - PRWC dinner 

September 21  - WRC luncheon 

September 27  - RWB luncheon 

If you are an email subscriber to the newsletter, please don’t forget to advise the editor (louisavallone@caddogop.com) 
when you change your email address. If you are not, subscribe via full-color email by emailing the editor today!
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