
This Month’s Meeting
Our guest speaker for this month’s luncheon at 
12 noon on Tuesday, November 1, 2016 at 
the Wyndham Garden Hotel on E. 70th Street 
will be U.S. Representative and U.S. Senate 
Candidate, Dr. Charles Boustany. 

Dr. Boustany, a cardiovascular surgeon with 
several decades of clinical experience, was 
first elected to Congress in 2004. He 
represents Louisiana’s Third Congressional 
District, covering South Louisiana from 
Calcasieu to St. Mary Parish. In Congress, he 
has championed patient-centered healthcare, 
tax reform, and sound energy policy.  

Dr. Boustany was raised in Lafayette and 
received his bachelor's degree from the 
University of Southwestern Louisiana (now the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette) in 1978. 
He graduated from the Louisiana State 
University School of Medicine in New Orleans 
in 1982. He returned to Lafayette in 1990 and 
began a successful medical practice. For 
fourteen years, he ran a small business and 
was committed to helping others by providing 
the highest quality healthcare to his patients 
and the community.  

Serving as a senior 
m e m b e r o f t h e 
House Ways and 
Means Committee, 
Boustany currently 
s e r v e s a s t h e 
Chairman of the 
T a x P o l i c y 
Subcommittee. As 
Chairman, he is 
leading the fight 
to lower taxes, 
close loopholes, 
and simplify the burdensome and 
complicated tax code that is hampering small 
business growth. 

As a candidate for the United States Senate 
seat being vacated by David Vitter, Dr. 
Boustany has emphasized the need for results 
–oriented leadership and building coalitions 
around common-sense solutions. He and his 
wife, the former Bridget Edwards of Crowley, 
live in Lafayette. They have two children: their 
son Erik, married to the former Careé Robin of 
Breaux Bridge, and their daughter Ashley.  

Join us Tuesday and let’s visit. Reservations 
not required. Eating is $13 and listening is free.
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Presidential Election, 2016: 
The Death of Journalism 



From the Chairman

Dear Fellow Republicans, 

Ba rk ing i s a dog ’s na tu ra l means o f 
communication. Dogs bark for many different 
reasons, such as to get your attention, or 
because they think it’s a friendly way to greet 
people or other animals. Most other times, 
though, it’s when another person or animal 
enters into an area your dog considers his or her 
territory – and as the threat gets closer, the 
barking gets louder. 

Many have considered journalism to be like a 
“watchdog,” of sorts, for the American people. 
Reporters Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein are 
well-known for their investigative journalism of 
the Watergate Hotel break-in, which proved the 
press could still hold the government accountable 
– and this ultimately led to President Nixon’s 
resignation. Then, there are the Internet 
publications, such as the Drudge Report, which  
uncovered the Monica Lewisnky affair with Bill 
Clinton in 1998. 

While these examples of investigative journalism 
are well-known, they are also rare. Take the 
failure of journalists to investigate and hold Wall 
Street mortgage banks, as well as the U.S. 
government, accountable in the many years 
leading up to the financial debacle of 2008. In 
that example, it wasn’t that the impending 
housing mortgage meltdown wasn’t plain to many 
journalists – it was – but the only ones that wrote 
about it didn’t work for the mainstream press. 

As a result, the public was left in the dark, and 
powerless against what became a very complex 
and costly crisis. As journalist Dean Starkman 
wrote his book, “The Watchdog That Didn’t Bark: 
The Financial Crisis and the Disappearance of 
Investigative Journalism,” the costs of the 
mortgage crisis was “10 million Americans 
uprooted by foreclosure with even more still 
th rea tened, 23 mi l l ion unemployed or 
underemployed, whole communities set back a 
genera t ion , shock ing ba i l ou ts fo r the 
perpetrators, political polarization here and 
instability abroad.” 

This got me thinking. If hindsight is indeed 20/20, 
and if the best way to predict the future is to look 
at our past, might we again be left in the dark by 
the mainstream press today, with whom we are 
electing to the presidency? In other words, is the 
mainstream press advocating for Hillary Clinton 

to be president? Many would not only say, “yes,” 
but “hell, yes!” In fact, members of the media 
have contributed almost $400,000 to both 
presidential campaigns of Clinton and Trump, but 
a whopping 96 percent of those contributions 
were for Hillary Clinton. 

After all, how much mainstream press reporting 
do you see that explains that the number of those 
filing for unemployment benefits is at its highest 
in more than a year, and the number of layoffs 
planned this year is surging? Or that many 
Americans simply can’t afford to continue paying 
their Obamacare premiums, and that insurance 
companies are now raising premiums on 
everyone by as much as 60 percent next year? 
Or that two-thirds of the government-funded 
health insurance exchanges have gone 
bankrupt? 

How much mainstream reporting was there when 
Hillary Clinton said that our “religious beliefs” in 
our country have to be changed, even though our 
nation was founded by those seeking religious 
freedom? Or when she said that the policy of 
confiscating guns, as Australia did in 1996, is 
certainly “worth looking at,” even though crimes 
involving a firearm in Australia have now 
doubled? Or questioning Hillary Clinton’s support 
for Planned Parenthood over the past 30 years, 
even though they have been chopping up and 
selling baby body parts, like a poultry processor, 
and yet she still wants the federal funding for 
them to continue?  

The objective answer to these questions that you 
don’t see the mainstream press reporting on 
these issues, just like we didn’t see the 
mainstream press reporting what we needed to 
know, in the years leading up to the financial 
debacle of 2008. And I believe, and I trust you 
may be worried, too, if our country is about to let 
history repeat itself … and let a sleeping dog lie, 
again. 

In closing, and as always, please consider 
making a contribution to the Caddo Republican 
PEC, or to volunteer your time. Contributions of 
any amount may be made by mailing a check to: 
Caddo RPEC, 1941-C East 70th Street, 
Shreveport, LA 71105 or by clicking the following 
link to contribute by credit or debit card, http://
bit.ly/CaddoRPEC (but you don’t need a Paypal 
account to contribute online). 

Very truly yours, 

Louis R. Avallone   
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Medallion Club, New Clubs
Join The Ranks! 
The 2016 Medallion Club membership drive is 
roaring and we are grateful for the tremendous 
support, and unwavering commitment of our 
Caddo Parish Republican supporters. As many of 
you know, the Medallion Club effort raises the 
necessary funds to run the office, pay for the 
newsletter, and conduct other Party activities. 
Gold Medallion members level is $200 and above, 
Medallion membership is $100-199 and Supporter 
level membership is up to $99. You can contribute 
online by visiting http://bit.ly/CaddoRPEC or 
checks may be dropped off to the office at 1941-C 
East 70th Street, Shreveport 71105. Contributions 
are not tax deductible. Gold Medallion: Jean 
Laster, D.A. Simpson, Carroll Michaud, Austin 
G. Robertson, Jr., Harold Coates, PRWC. 
Medallion: Jim Allen, Martha Allen, Sylvia Norton, 
Steve Riall, Jack Daniel, Olive Stuart, and Mike 
Bradley. 

The Caddo GOP has also introduced new ways to 
get involved and support your local Caddo 
Republican Party efforts. We’ll include more 
information in our July newsletter, but you can 
learn more by visiting http://new.caddogop.com/
donor-clubs. Thanks again to Creighton Light for 
being the very first Chairman’s Circle Club 
member, and Harold and Margaret Coates for 
being our very first Ronald Reagan Club Member. 
Without the generous support of our faithful 
members, our Party’s presence in Caddo Parish 
would be greatly diminished. 

If I Had $1 Million Dollars
If you live within 
the Shreveport 
city limits, you will 
have a surprise 
i t e m o n y o u r 
b a l l o t i n 
November, i n 
addition to the 
candidates and 
cons t i tu t i ona l 
amend m en ts . 
Reportedly, the 
City of Shreveport has included a 
1/4 cent sales tax on the ballot, dedicated to 
Police and Fire Equipment and Salaries. This 
sales tax has been in effect for many, many years, 
and is required to be renewed every 5 years. This 
time, however, the language on the ballot 
eliminates the requirement to ask the voters every 
5 years, and continues the tax in perpetuity. 

Speaking of taxes, and government spending, you 
probably have already heard about the budget 
proposal before the Shreveport City Council to 
raise waste disposal fees to $12.00 per month on 
residents. One can't help but call to mind the 
idiom, "Waste not, want not," after learning that 
the City has not billed over $1 million to  
customers for water usage. Yet, government, at all 
levels, seem to do a whole lot more "wanting" 
these days, right? It always does, right? And more 
taxes are never enough. They never are. 
Government always "wants" more. They say 
because they "need" it. 

But if they "need" more money because they are 
"wasting" more money, then where does it ever 
end? How can you ever afford to give raises to 
any government employees, if we don't address 
the "wasting" of funding before the “wanting" in 
the first place? 

Polling for a U.S. Senator
According to polling data, State Treasurer John 
Kennedy still stands the best chance of making 
the December 10 runoff in the Louisiana Senate 
race, according to the latest independent poll 
released Wednesday, October 26 — but he may 
not face another Republican. Southern Media & 
Opinion Research found Kennedy led the field 
with 22 percent support among likely voters. But 
Rep. Charles Boustany, who in September had 
reached a statistical tie with Kennedy, has fallen 
behind Public Service Commissioner Foster 
Campbell. 

Campbell came in second at 16 percent. 
Boustany trailed at 14 percent, followed by lawyer 
Caroline Fayard, at 11 percent and Dr. John 
Fleming, at 9 percent. Retired Air Force Col. Rob 
Maness, and former KKK leader David Duke, 
continued to poll around 3 percent. The survey of 
500 likely voters was conducted statewide 
between October 19-21. Done by phone, it 
included both cell and landline numbers. The 
results were weighted by race, age and political 
party affiliation. The margin of error was 4.4%. 
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Calendar of Events
The Women’s Republican Club 
of Shreveport (WRC) meets 
every 3rd Wednesday of the 
month at 11:45 a.m. at East 
Ridge Country Club. Lunch is 
$18.00. Reservations can be 
m a d e b y e m a i l i n g 
rsvp.wrc@gmail.com or calling 
795-0870 and leave a message. 
Men are invited to attend and join 
as associates. 

The Professional Republican 
Women (PRWC) meets at 6:00 
p.m. at Savoie’s The Catering 
Place on the 3rd Tuesday of 
e a c h m o n t h . E m a i l 
PRWC1989@gmai l . com o r 
c o n t a c t P a m G u t e k u n s t 

(pamgutekunst@bellsouth.net, 
797-0802) for reservations (menu 
is fried catfish, unless chef salad 
is requested in advance). Men 
are welcome to attend and join 
as associates. Meals at $12.00. 

The Republican Women of 
Bossier (RWB) meet on the 4th 
Tuesday of the month at the 
Stonebridge Country Club. “Meet 
and Greet” starts at 5:30 p.m. 
Meals are $18.00. Listening is 
free. Email Gail Bradley at 
rwbmeal@gmai l .com or by 
calling her at 572-5853, for 
reservations (RSVP, please, by 
the Monday before). Men are 
welcome as associates.
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November 1     - GOP Luncheon, 
                         Dr. Charles  
                            Boustany 

November 8     - Election Day 

November 15   - PRWC dinner 

November 16   - WRC luncheon 

November 17   - PEC Meeting 

November 22   - RWB luncheon 

November 24   - Happy      
                            Thanksgiving! 

I f you are an emai l subscr iber to the news let ter, p lease don ’ t forget to adv i se the ed i tor 
(louisavallone@caddogop.com) when you change your email address. If you are not, subscribe via full-color 
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