
This Month’s Meeting
Our guest speaker for this month’s luncheon at 
12 noon on Tuesday, February 7, 2017 at the 
Wyndham Garden Hotel on E. 70th Street will 
be Elliott Stonecipher. 

Although for many in our community, and 
across our state, indeed, Elliott Stonecipher 
needs no introduction. He is a demographer, 
pollster, political pundit, civic activist, and 
public speaker. In 1980, he founded his 
company, Evets Management Services, Inc., 
which does polling person-to-person, by 
telephone, or mail on political, commercial, and 
public-policy subjects.

Stonecipher graduated from C. E. Byrd High 
School and then attended Louisiana Tech 
University in Ruston, from which in 1973, he 
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in English. 
In 1975, he procured a master's degree from 
Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge.

Since then, he has been recognized as a 
passionate advocate for our community in 
northwest Louisiana, and has become 
involved, or written about, virtually any area 

where "good government" and political ethics 
are at stake. If you read the newspaper, listen 
to the radio, or are on social media, you know 
Elliott is always enthusiastic, and prepared.

The future of political 
parties is uncertain in 
our country, and with 
the Democratic party 
so solidly defeated 
this past November, 
and t he r i se o f 
professional protest 
groups around the 
country, even by 
brands like Nike 
and Starbucks , 
w h a t r o l e w i l l 
pol i t ica l par t ies 
have to take a stand for what they 
believe, and the values they hold? Especially 
when there are so many more voters 
registering as “no party” than are registering as 
Republicans”or Democrats, combined?

Join us Tuesday and let’s visit. Reservations 
not required. Eating is $13 and listening is free.
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What are they protesting? 
And what took them so long?



From the Chairman

Dear Fellow Republicans, 

I was there. And what a blessing it was. The 
Inauguration of the President of the United 
States. And it was awesome. The majesty of our 
country permeated every square mile of our 
na t ion ’s cap i to l and desp i te the co ld 
temperatures, and rain, it was all clear skies and 
summer-like temperatures for me. 

Sure, there were 
some protestors, 
but they were 
mainly people 
w h o w e r e 
p e a c e f u l l y 
sharing their 
op in ion wi th 
the rest of us, 
who were in 
Wa s h i n g t o n 
for the weekend. And then 
there were the other protestors. The paid ones 
that caused a ruckus on the day of the 
Inauguration. And then the Women’s March 
protestors on the morning after the Inauguration. 

As I moved in closer to hear the Women’s March 
protestors that Saturday morning, I strained to 
understand their message. I know we all have a 
tendency to prefer illusion, to the truth. Many do, 
at least. The truth hurts, after all, and even when 
we hear the truth, our defenses seemingly kick in 
to keep the illusion alive – and the pain away. 

So, I wondered if this was why as many as 1 
million women showed up in marches across the 
country, with not just one grievance, but many? 
Was the truth of the past 8 years exposed with 
the inauguration of President Trump, and the 
protests were an attempt to keep the illusion alive 
– and the pain away? Some marched for equal 
rights for women and against sexism. For 
minority groups and against racism. For better 
jobs and higher pay. For environmental 
responsibility and against global warming. For 
peace and to end all wars.  

Yes, the conventional wisdom is that these 
millions of women were expressing their 
discontent over the election of President Trump. 
But discontent over what, exactly? He had only 
been sworn in as President for less than 24 
hours before the protests began. And after all, 

tens of millions of women had voted for him in 
November. In fact, many say it was women 
voters in Ohio, Wisconsin, and Michigan that 
gave President Trump the votes he needed to 
win the White House. 

So, what’s really going on here? I’ll tell you: we 
really do prefer illusion to truth, and the bottom 
line is that these women have been lied to, 
especially about the consequences of voting for 
politicians who care more about feelings than 
they do about thoughts and ideas. Or so-called 
“leaders” who are more interested in their own 
well being, than in ours.  

Instead of promised good jobs for the jobless 
over the past 8 years, these women see 94 
million Americans not even working now. Instead 
of improving access to healthcare over the past 8 
years, and making it more affordable, these 
women see that there are just 3 percent more 
Americans with health insurance today, and that 
the number is dropping every day. Instead of 
“healing our planet” over the past 8 years, they 
see that taxpayers are now shouldering more 
than $2.2 billion in expected loan guarantee 
defaults from companies like the bankrupt 
renewable energy company, Solyndra, and at 
least 36 other taxpayer-funded green energy 
projects that have vanished like the wind. 

And although we “ended a war” by withdrawing 
our combat troops from Iraq in 2011, these 
women see how this single decision to withdraw 
left the door wide open for ISIS to expand their 
terror around the world. 

We could go on and on. But maybe we could all 
agree now, at least, that when something sounds 
too good to be true, it probably is. But I do get it, 
about the protestors and I’d be mad, too, if I were 
in their shoes, waiting on “hope and change” all 
these years. Just one question, for those who 
marched on January 21: What took you so long? 

In closing, and as always, please consider 
making a contribution to the Caddo Republican 
PEC, or to volunteer your time. Contributions of 
any amount may be made by mailing a check to: 
Caddo RPEC, 1941-C East 70th Street, 
Shreveport, LA 71105 or by clicking the following 
link to contribute by credit or debit card, http://
bit.ly/CaddoRPEC (but you don’t need a PayPal 
account to contribute online). Thanks, in 
advance, for any support you can lend our efforts. 

Louis R. Avallone   
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Medallion Club, New Clubs
Join The Ranks! 

The 2017 Medallion Club membership drive is just 
beginning! We are grateful for the tremendous 
support, and unwavering commitment of our 
Caddo Parish Republican supporters. As many of 
you know, the Medallion Club effort raises the 
necessary funds to run the office, pay for the 
newsletter, and conduct other Party activities. 
Gold Medallion members level is $200 and above, 
Medallion membership is $100-199 and Supporter 
level membership is up to $99. You can contribute 
online by visiting http://bit.ly/CaddoRPEC or 
checks may be dropped off to the office at 1941-C 
East 70th Street, Shreveport 71105. Contributions 
are not tax deductible. Gold Medallion: D.A. 
Simpson, Carroll Michaud. Medallion: Jack 
Daniel and Sylvia Norton. 

Across the River
Across the river, and through the woods…is the 
vacant District 8 seat in the Louisiana House of 
Representatives, left open when Mike Johnson 
was elected as the new U.S. Representative for 
the 4th Congressional District. There are four (4) 
Republ icans vy ing for the vacant seat 
representing the northern part of Bossier Parish 
that includes Benton and Bossier City. 

The candidates are Raymond Crews, Robbie 
Gatti, Michael "Duke" Lowrie, and Patrick J. 
Harrington, all running for the office representing 
the northern part of Bossier Parish that includes 
Benton and Bossier City. The Bossier Republican 
PEC has endorsed Lowrie. 

Raymond Crews is a combat veteran who served 
17 years in the United States Air Force, flying 
combat missions in Iraq and Afghanistan. After his 
service in the military, Crews flew for national 
airline companies and later started a small 
business in Bossier City. Robbie Gatti is a 
businessman, licensed physical therapist, and 
military serviceman. Robbie opened Vivian 
Physical Therapy in 1998 and served as a major 
in the Louisiana National Guard, and is a reserve 
deputy marshal for Bossier City and serves as a 
chaplain for the Louisiana State Police. Duke 
Lowrie is a firefighter, paramedic and an active 
leader of the Bossier Parish Republican Party. 
Lowrie has also served as a certified emergency 
medical technician for 25 years. He is co-owner of 
Acadiana Mortgage, Acadiana Farms and 

Acadiana Energy. Patrick J. Harrington is a 
former Benton-Parish Metropolitan Planning 
Commission board member and former Board of 
Regents member, Harrington lives in Benton. 
Harrington is a licensed Louisiana attorney and 
notary public. 

Committee Assignments Made
Freshman Congressman Mike Johnson was 
a s s i g n e d t o t w o ( 2 ) H o u s e J u d i c i a r y 
subcommittees Tuesday, including: Immigration 
and Border Security; and Crime, Terrorism, 
Homeland Security and Investigations.  

Our freshman U.S. Senator John Kennedy was 
assigned the Judiciary Committee, questioning 
Alabama Senator Jeff Session during his Attorney 
General confirmation hearings. Kennedy 
commented to Sessions about gun rights during 
the one of the hearings, “In Louisiana, we believe 
that love is the answer, but we also believe that 
we have the right under the Constitution to own a 
gun — just in case.” 

Special Times Don’t Feel So Special
It’s true that Democrats have never met a tax that 
they didn’t hike, and since he’s been elected 
governor, John Bel Edwards is a prime example of 
that notion. Now, even though his administration 
says that $303 million worth of budget reductions 
could be made by the governor and Legislature's 
budget committees, without a special session of 
the full Legislature, he’s likely to call one, 
anyways. The special session will likely be held 
Feb. 13 to Feb. 23, a 10-day period ending four 
days before Mardi Gras. Recent estimates show a 
special session will cost the state $50,000 to 
$60,000 each day.  

Black History Month
February is Black History Month and “we 
celebrate and honor the contributions African 
Americans have made to the fabric of our nation 
and to the Republican Party,” said RNC 
Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel. She added, “The 
Republican Party is a Party for all Americans, and 
to that end we are working to expand school 
choice, create economic opportunities in every 
neighborhood, and listen to the concerns of all 
voters. Whether it was the courage of Harriet 
Tubman, or the moral clarity of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., African Americans have richly shaped 
the American story, and we are proud to celebrate.” 
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Calendar of EventsThe Women’s Republican Club 
of Shreveport (WRC) meets 
every 3rd Wednesday of the 
month at 11:45 a.m. at East 
Ridge Country Club. Lunch is 
$18.00. Reservations can be 
m a d e b y e m a i l i n g 
rsvp.wrc@gmail.com or calling 
795-0870 and leave a message. 
Men are invited to attend and join 
as associates. 

The Professional Republican 
Women (PRWC) meets at 6:00 
p.m. at Savoie’s The Catering 
Place on the 3rd Tuesday of 
e a c h m o n t h . E m a i l 
PRWC1989@gmai l . com o r 
c o n t a c t P a m G u t e k u n s t 

(pamgutekunst@bellsouth.net, 
797-0802) for reservations (menu 
is fried catfish, unless chef salad 
is requested in advance). Men 
are welcome to attend and join 
as associates. Meals are $12.00. 

The Republican Women of 
Bossier (RWB) meet on the 4th 
Tuesday of the month at the 
Stonebridge Country Club. “Meet 
and Greet” starts at 5:30 p.m. 
Meals are $18.00. Listening is 
free. Email Gail Bradley at 
rwbmeal@gmai l .com or by 
calling her at 572-5853, for 
reservations (RSVP, please, by 
the Monday before). Men are 
welcome as associates.
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February 7  - Elliott Stonecipher,  
                       GOP Luncheon 

February 12 - Lincoln’s Birthday 
          
February 14 - Valentine’s Day 

February 16  - PEC Meeting 

February 15  - WRC luncheon 

February 20  - Presidents’ Day 

February 21  - PRWC dinner 

February 28  - RWB dinner 

I f you are an emai l subscr iber to the news let ter, p lease don ’ t forget to adv i se the ed i tor 
(louisavallone@caddogop.com) when you change your email address. If you are not, subscribe via full-color 
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