
SPECIAL DATE: July’s Meeting

Our guest speaker for 
t h i s m o n t h ’ s 
luncheon at 12 noon 
on Tuesday, July 
11, 2017, at the 
Wyndham Garden 
Hotel on E. 70th 
Street will be John 
Schroder, former 
S t a t e 
Representative 
form District 77 in 
St. Tammany Parish and 
currently running to replace Senator John 
Kennedy as the Louisiana State Treasurer. 

John is a native New Orleanian, a graduate of 
East Jefferson High School and Southeastern 
Louisiana University. 

Representative Schroder was first elected to the 
Louisiana legislature in 2007. Schroder resigned 
his seat on June 19, 2017 to devote his time to 
running for state treasurer. John believes if 
you're going to run for higher office you should 
be all in. 

John was a founder of the House Fiscal Budget 
Hawks, a group of legislators committed to 
ending wasteful government spending, 
balancing the budget, and ending the practice of 
using one-time money on recurring expenses. 

John has always been a vocal opponent of 
increasing taxes on Louisiana taxpayers. He is 
one of several leaders pushing for a streamlined 
budgeting process and the overhaul of the 
entire tax system for Louisiana. 

Last year, John authored legislation that created 
the Task Force on Budget and Tax Reform and 
the Louisiana Tax Institute. The Institute ensures 
the legislature understands all aspects of tax 
legislation prior to its final passage. He has 
stood strong and has fought to change the 
culture in government. John was recently 
named Legislator of the Year by the Alliance for 
Good Government and the Leadership St. 
Tammany Alumnus of the Year.  

So, join us Tuesday — this month the 2nd 
Tuesday and let’s visit. Bring a guest, 
especially someone who might not consider 
themselves “political”. C’mon. It’ll be fun. 
Reservations not required. Eating is $13 and 
listening is free.
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Pursuing Your Happiness: 
It’s an “inside” job



From the Chairman

Dear Fellow Republicans, 

It’s July, and we’re celebrating our Independence. 
Our very freedom to pursue our Happiness. 

So, what is it for you? What will make you happy? 
When you get that raise? When you finally finish 
the project you are working on? Maybe it’s when 
you get that promotion or retire? Or when you 
finally get moved into the new house? Maybe it 
will be when you lose the weight, or stop 
smoking, or stop drinking, or get married. Or 
maybe you’re waiting for the economy to 
improve, or for your candidate to be elected into 
office? 

The trap here is that the goal post of happiness is 
always moving. Once you get what you wanted in 
the first place, most of us tend to reset the “If I had 
this thing, I’d be happy” thinking – and then your 
happiness will be once again be a distant point, 
off in the future. 

This is important to figure out because there’s still 
a lot of anger in our country today. Whatever it is 
that has us angry, more than likely, even when 
the source of that anger diminishes, most folks 
will still be unhappy and looking for someone, or 
something new, to blame. Maybe next you will 
blame your wife, or your pastor, your kids, or your 
co-worker. Maybe it will be the next President, or 
a past President. After all, when things go wrong 
in life, it’s natural for us to blame, because then 
we don’t have to accept responsibility for what we 
did, or didn’t do. We come by this quite naturally, 
though. Remember in the Garden of Eden? 

God: “Adam, did you eat the fruit?” 
Adam: “Eve gave it to me.” 
God: “OK. Eve, did you eat the fruit?” 

The problem is that none of us can improve any 
situation unless we accept responsibility for 
ourselves, and otherwise reject the philosophy 
that someone else, or something else, is to blame 
for our circumstances in life – whether it 
happened last week, or from when you were a 
child, or even 150 years ago. 

You see, there is greatness within all of us, but 
when we resort to blame, and refuse to take life 
on, and accept responsibil ity for our 
circumstances, we hand over the power – the 
control of our very destiny – to others, as if other 
“people” or the government will fix everything for 
us, like a genie in a bottle. 

Here’s the bottom line, though: Happiness is an 
inside job. Only you can make you happy, and 
furthermore, it’s no one’s job to make you happy. 
Not other people. Not the federal government, or 
the Supreme Court. Not your kids. Not the rich. 
Not your spouse. Your life is intended to be lived 
fully…because there is greatness already within 
you. 

The sooner we let go of our excuses, and more of 
us take responsibility for our own pursuit of 
happiness, the sooner we will have the power to 
change our lives, and our nation, for the better. It’s 
much easier to come up with excuses, of why we 
are where we are in our lives. It’s easy to 
complain about our si tuat ion or our 
circumstances, or to give up on our dreams, and 
become angry or depressed, or live in the past. 
Anyone can do that. 

But, if it is true, as Abraham Lincoln said, “Most 
folks are as happy as they make up their minds to 
be,” then the question today is, “What will it be for 
you?” How happy will you make your mind up to 
be? 

In closing, and as always, please consider 
making a contribution to the Caddo 
Republican PEC, or to volunteer your time. 
Contributions of any amount may be made by 
mailing a check to: Caddo RPEC, 1941-C East 
70th Street, Shreveport, LA 71105 or by clicking 
the following link to contribute by credit or debit 
card, http://bit.ly/CaddoRPEC (but you don’t 
need a PayPal account to contribute online). 
Thanks, in advance, as always, for any support 
you can lend. Happy 4th of July, my friends! 

Louis R. Avallone   
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Medallion Club…Thank You!
Join The Ranks! 

The 2017 Medallion Club membership drive is 
growing! We are grateful for the tremendous 
support, and unwavering commitment of our 
Caddo Parish Republican supporters. As 
many of you know, the Medallion Club effort 
raises the necessary funds to run the office, 
pay for the newsletter, and conduct other 
Party activities. Gold Medallion members level 
is $200 and above, Medallion membership is 
$100-199 and Supporter level membership is 
up to $99. You can contribute online by 
visiting http://bit.ly/CaddoRPEC or checks 
may be dropped off to the office at 1941-C 
East 70th Street, Shreveport 71105. 
Contributions are not tax deductible. Gold 
Medallion: The Professional Republican 
Women of Caddo, D.A. Simpson, Carroll 
Michaud, Austin Robertson. Medallion: Jack 
Daniel, Sylvia Norton, Jim and Martha Allen. 
and Olive Stuart. Supporter: Stanley Kolniak. 

The Next U.S. Attorney is?
Sabine Parish District Attorney Don Burkett, 
Lincoln Parish prosecutor Kyle Green and 
former Caddo Parish prosecutor Dhu 
Thompson are among the favorites to be the 
next U.S. Attorney in Louisiana's Western 
District. 

The sprawling Western District encompasses 
42 of the state's 64 parishes with Lafayette, 
Shreveport, Monroe, Alexandria and Lake 
Char les as i ts populat ion hubs. I t 's 
headquartered in Lafayette. 

Political analyst Elliott Stonecipher has 
written, “No single political or governmental 
thing of which I am aware is nearly as 
important to Shreveport and Caddo Parish as 
this appointment. Not one.” Let your Member 
of Congress know what type of U.S. Attorney 
would serve our community best. According to 
Stonecipher, “We desperately need a 
dedicated U. S. Attorney – an outsider and 

anti-corruption crusader – to save us … from 
various categories of ourselves.” 

Mayor To Address Caddo GOP
Shreveport Mayor Ollie 
Tyler will give what is 
perhaps her first “State 
of the City Address” to 
t h e C a d d o P a r i s h 
Republican Party at our 
Augus t 1 l uncheon 
meeting. 

There are tough issues 
facing her administration, 
a n d m a n y a r e n o t 
without controversy. For 
example, the City of 
Shreveport’s newest 
p r o p o s a l t o b r i n g 
economic development to Shreveport – in the form 
of a partnership with an NBA-affiliate basketball 
team – met with receptive ears in the City Council, 
but has many critics, as well. 

There’s a defamation lawsuit alleged Brian 
Crawford and Mayor Tyler made statements with 
malicious intent when referring to the Sand Beach 
lawsuit as blackmail. The Sand Beach lawsuit 
alleges Shreveport used Scott Pernici and Michael 
Wainwright's information to fix a water billing error, 
without compensation. 

Then there is Caddo Parish Sheriff Steve Prator 
being asked by the Mayor to help in policing inside 
city limits, because of rising crime in the city. 

There’s lots to discuss, and our City is at a turning 
point. We are grateful that the Mayor will spend her 
lunch hour with us, and bring us up-to-date.

You Want Us To Still Mail It?
For many, many years, as faithful newsletter 
readers know, we have distributed The Caddo 
Republican by mailing a printed version and 
emailing a digital version. Please let us know if you 
wish to continue receiving a printed newsletter that 
is mailed to you. Otherwise, please add your 
name to our email subscribers’ list by emailing us 
at louisavallone@caddogop.com, and we’ll make 
sure you continue receiving the newsletter in your 
“inbox” every month. 
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869-2975 
225-362-1800 
868-3464 
868-3464 
225-389-4495 
841-0199 

Calendar of EventsThe Women’s Republican Club 
of Shreveport (WRC) meets 
every 3rd Wednesday of the 
month at 11:45 a.m. at East 
Ridge Country Club. Lunch is 
$18.00. Reservations can be 
m a d e b y e m a i l i n g 
rsvp.wrc@gmail.com or calling 
795-0870 and leave a message. 
Men are invited to attend and join 
as associates. 

The Professional Republican 
Women (PRWC) meets at 6:00 
p.m. at Savoie’s The Catering 
Place on the 3rd Tuesday of 
e a c h m o n t h . E m a i l 
PRWC1989@gmai l . com o r 
c o n t a c t P a m G u t e k u n s t 

(pamgutekunst@bellsouth.net, 
797-0802) for reservations (menu 
is fried catfish, unless chef salad 
is requested in advance). Men 
are welcome to attend and join 
as associates. Meals are $12.00. 

The Republican Women of 
Bossier (RWB) meet on the 4th 
Tuesday of the month at the 
Stonebridge Country Club. “Meet 
and Greet” starts at 5:30 p.m. 
Meals are $18.00. Listening is 
free. Email Gail Bradley at 
rwbmeal@gmai l .com or by 
calling her at 572-5853, for 
reservations (RSVP, please, by 
the Monday before). Men are 
welcome as associates.
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July 4   - Independence Day 

July 11 - Caddo GOP Luncheon 

July 20 - PEC Meeting 

July 18  - PRWC Dinner 

July 19 - WRC Luncheon 

July 25 - RWB Dinner 

I f you are an emai l subscr iber to the news let ter, p lease don ’ t forget to adv i se the ed i tor 
(louisavallone@caddogop.com) when you change your email address. If you are not, subscribe via full-color. 
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