
This Month’s Meeting

Our guest speaker for this month’s luncheon at 
12 noon on Tuesday, June 6, 2017, at the 
Wyndham Garden Hotel on E. 70th Street will 
be Stephen Parr, Chief “Groundskeeper” at 
Conservative Ground, LLC. 

Stephen is a two-time Emmy 
nominee with almost two 
decades’ experience in 
broadcast journalism, and is 
now leading a national 
movement that develops 
conservative leaders 
today, in order to 
inspire conservative 
voters for tomorrow. 

He calls it "community organizing” for 
conservative principles because once you 
equip conservative leaders across the country, 
at the grassroots level, with the needed tools 
to communicate and recruit, even if they don’t 
have a big budget or staff, you can inspire 
conservative voters in neighborhoods that 
might not ever consider a “conservative” 
candidate, or issue. Th is leadersh ip 

d e v e l o p m e n t a l s o i n c l u d e s 
encouraging churches, many in those same 
n e i g h b o r h o o d s , w h o a r e a f r a i d o f 
being “political” and who have largely remained 
silent about the blessings of life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. 

And because, he explains, these blessings are 
not passed to our children in the bloodstream, 
they must be secured by every generation for 
the next. Many parents and grandparents don’t 
feel that our schools are doing a good enough 
job of explaining what America is, and what 
she represents. With his organization’s 
Conservative Kids™ character development 
program, and Conservative Coaching for 
Parents™, they provide done-for-you teaching 
resources, an online parent community, 
and timely updates throughout the year, 
to explain current events in a way that’s easy 
for chi ldren to understand, based on 
conservative principles, and not political 
correctness.  

So, join us Tuesday and let’s visit. Bring a 
guest, especially someone who might not 
consider themselves “political”. C’mon. It’ll be 
fun. Reservations not required. Eating is $13 
and listening is free.
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Hiding the Past Cannot 
Possibly Change our Future



From the Chairman

Dear Fellow Republicans, 

Two bills that would have made it harder to take 
down Confederate monuments on public spaces 
in Louisiana were defeated last month in the 
Louisiana state legislature, even as the debate 
over the future of such statues continues in 
Alexandria, Lafayette, and Shreveport.  

Members of the Senate and Governmental 
Affairs Committee voted 4-2 to kill both House 
Bill 71 By  Rep. Thomas Carmody, R-Shreveport, 
and Senate Bill 198 by Sen. Beth Mizell, R-
Franklinton. And this may mean what happened 
to the monuments in New Orleans may soon 
threaten other parts of our state’s history, as well. 

While none of us would choose to return to a 
time when weren’t our very best selves, this 
seems to be at the heart of the hullabaloo over 
the Confederate monuments in New Orleans. 
Here’s why: 

Those offended by the monuments (and want 
them taken down) really believe the rest of us 
want to go back to the time of slavery, when we 
were not our very best selves and more ignorant 
than not. But again, who in their right mind would 
choose to return to what doesn’t work? 

You see, removing monuments, rewriting 
textbooks, redacting words in literary works (such 
as “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn”), 
legislating political correctness, snubbing films 
like “Gone with the Wind,” or even banning the 
display of the American flag as racist, is not 
necessary to make the point that what happened 
way back then has no place whatsoever in 
whatever we are doing now. 

The overwhelming majority of Americans need no 
convincing of that at all. But regardless of 
whether those monuments are displayed or 
pushed into a corner under the dust heap of 
history, there will always be those who have 
hatred in their heart. For them, hiding our past 
makes no difference in their thinking. 

Instead of the monuments representing an 
enemy or our past failures (even though the war 
was really over states’ rights), what if these 
Confederate monuments represented the triumph 
of good over evil. Of justice. Redemption. 

Forgiveness. Of what’s possible when men and 
women of principle make a stand. Or the power 
of God to change the hearts and minds of men. 

America has changed (thankfully), and that’s 
putting it mildly. Consider that only 15 percent of 
African-American adults today lack a high school 
education, compared with 75 percent of adults 50 
years ago. There are now 3.5 times more 
African-Americans enrolled in college than were 
50 years ago, and for every college graduate in 
1963, there are now five. 

And in positions of power, black elected officials 
have also made significant gains. Just going 
back 50 years to when the Voting Rights Act was 
passed in 1965, there were only five African-
Americans serving in the U.S. House of 
Representatives and the U.S. Senate – now 
there are 49 black lawmakers. Over a similar 
period, the number of black state legislators grew 
from about 200 to 700. 

Am I saying everything is hunky-dory now? No, 
of course not. There is still prejudice. Bigotry. 
Injustice. But these have been with us since 
before Jesus Christ (and will likely be with us 
until He comes again). 

So, how much does removing monuments make 
life any better for people of color? You tell me. 
Maybe the issue isn’t so much as where the 
monuments are placed or buried as much as how 
we perceive their meaning, in the first place. 

No, no, no one wants to go back to a time 
when we were not our very best selves. But 
that doesn’t mean we want to forget when we 
weren’t. 

In closing, and as always, please consider 
making a contribution to the Caddo Republican 
PEC, or to volunteer your time. Contributions of 
any amount may be made by mailing a check to: 
Caddo RPEC, 1941-C East 70th Street, 
Shreveport, LA 71105 or by clicking the following 
link to contribute by credit or debit card, http://
bit.ly/CaddoRPEC (but you don’t need a PayPal 
account to contribute online). Thanks, in 
advance, as always, for any support you can 
lend. 

Louis R. Avallone   
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Medallion Club…Thank You!
Join The Ranks! 

The 2017 Medallion Club membership drive is 
growing! We are grateful for the tremendous 
support, and unwavering commitment of our 
Caddo Parish Republican supporters. As 
many of you know, the Medallion Club effort 
raises the necessary funds to run the office, 
pay for the newsletter, and conduct other 
Party activities. Gold Medallion members level 
is $200 and above, Medallion membership is 
$100-199 and Supporter level membership is 
up to $99. You can contribute online by 
visiting http://bit.ly/CaddoRPEC or checks 
may be dropped off to the office at 1941-C 
East 70th Street, Shreveport 71105. 
Contributions are not tax deductible. Gold 
Medallion: The Professional Republican 
Women of Caddo, D.A. Simpson, Carroll 
Michaud, Austin Robertson. Medallion: Jack 
Daniel, Sylvia Norton, Jim and Martha Allen. 
and Olive Stuart. Supporter: Stanley Kolniak. 

George Soros’ “Indivisible”
House Representative Mike Johnson hosted a 
town hall meeting in Shreveport Wednesday 
sharing with voters all he's seeing, hearing and 
involved in during a very busy time on Capitol 
Hill, and George Soros operatives may have 
been in the audience, considering the tone of 
some folks in the audience. 
“Indivisible,” the George Soros spinoff outfit 
which is, along with Barack Obama’s Organizing 
For America, collaborating to salt the town halls 
of Republican members of Congress with 
activists and agitators seeking to disrupt those 
town halls and make those members look bad 
on TV. This outfit scored a “win” of sorts on Bill 
Cassidy at his gathering in Metairie recently, 
packing the room with people who berated the 
senator with boos, uncivil questions and 
unhinged hectoring. Most praised Johnson, 
saying ”I think he listened well. I think that he 
responded honestly and outside of the issue of 
climate change he seemed to be reasonable 
and open minded.” Another said, "He's a 

Christian man and through all of that meeting 
that we had that lasted an hour and a half he 
kept the same stoic and yet has personality.” 

Ghost of Mayor Past: Glover?
Although the bill “died” in a State Senate 
committee, Cedric Glover wanted to create a 
new taxing authority with 5 unelected 
appointments that are unaccountable to the 
voters. A majority, three of the five appointments, 
would have been made by the Mayor and would 
have had the ability to call for tax elections 
whenever. What’s also concerning is that the 
elected Mayor of Shreveport, Ollie Tyler, was 
never consulted by the former Shreveport Mayor, 
and Representative Glover, nor afforded the 
opportunity to provide her input, according to 
Mayor Tyler’s own statement, which stated: 
“This bill (HB 667) is one that was authored by 
Representative Glover before he spoke to me 
about it.” That just doesn’t seem fair to Mayor 
Tyler, or the citizens whom she’s sworn to 
represent, at all. 

You Want Us To Still Mail It?
For many, many years, as faithful newsletter 
readers know, we have distributed The Caddo 
Republican by mailing a printed version and 
emailing a digital version. Please let us know if you 
wish to continue receiving a printed newsletter that 
is mailed to you. Otherwise, please add your 
name to our email subscribers’ list by emailing us 
at louisavallone@caddogop.com, and we’ll make 
sure you continue receiving the newsletter in your 
“inbox” every month. 

PRWC Hosts LAGOP Chair Villere
The Professional Republican Women 
(PRWC) will host LAGOP Chairman Roger 
Villere on Tuesday, June 20. Insofar as this is 
Roger’s last year as Chairman, please be 
sure and come out and show your 
appreciation for over 13 years. Email 
PRWC1989@gmail.com or contact Pam 
Gutekunst (pamgutekunst@bellsouth.net, 
797-0802) for reservations (menu is fried 
catfish, unless chef salad is requested). 
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869-2975 
225-362-1800 
868-3464 
868-3464 
225-389-4495 
841-0199 

Calendar of EventsThe Women’s Republican Club 
of Shreveport (WRC) meets 
every 3rd Wednesday of the 
month at 11:45 a.m. at East 
Ridge Country Club. Lunch is 
$18.00. Reservations can be 
m a d e b y e m a i l i n g 
rsvp.wrc@gmail.com or calling 
795-0870 and leave a message. 
Men are invited to attend and join 
as associates. 

The Professional Republican 
Women (PRWC) meets at 6:00 
p.m. at Savoie’s The Catering 
Place on the 3rd Tuesday of 
e a c h m o n t h . E m a i l 
PRWC1989@gmai l . com o r 
c o n t a c t P a m G u t e k u n s t 

(pamgutekunst@bellsouth.net, 
797-0802) for reservations (menu 
is fried catfish, unless chef salad 
is requested in advance). Men 
are welcome to attend and join 
as associates. Meals are $12.00. 

The Republican Women of 
Bossier (RWB) meet on the 4th 
Tuesday of the month at the 
Stonebridge Country Club. “Meet 
and Greet” starts at 5:30 p.m. 
Meals are $18.00. Listening is 
free. Email Gail Bradley at 
rwbmeal@gmai l .com or by 
calling her at 572-5853, for 
reservations (RSVP, please, by 
the Monday before). Men are 
welcome as associates.
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June 6   - Caddo GOP Luncheon 

June 14 - Flag Day 

June 15 - PEC Meeting 

June 18 - Mother’s Day 

June 20 - PRWC Dinner 

June 21 - WRC Luncheon 

June 27 - RWB Dinner 

I f you are an emai l subscr iber to the news let ter, p lease don ’ t forget to adv i se the ed i tor 
(louisavallone@caddogop.com) when you change your email address. If you are not, subscribe via full-color. 
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