
This Month’s Meeting
Our guest speakers for this month’s luncheon 
at 12 noon on Tuesday, March 7, 2017 at the 
Wyndham Garden Hotel on E. 70th Street will 
b e S e n a t o r B a r r o w P e a c o c k a n d 
Representative Alan Seabaugh. 

Governor Edwards and 
lawmakers are preparing 
for the start of the regular 
session in April, when 
they must craft next 
year’s budget. Following 
the end of the most 
recent special session, 
the House Republican 
leadership agreed to 
take $99 million from 
the rainy day fund — or 83 
percent of what Edwards sought — in 
exchange for the governor and his allies in the 
Senate accepting a budget proposal of theirs 
that they say will lead to $96 million in 
spending cuts next year.

In the budget proposal for the upcoming fiscal 
year that was just released, Edwards said a 

lack of funding is forcing 
him to fund the TOPS 
scholarships once again 
at only 70 percent of the 
f u l l t u i t i o n c o s t . 
Lawmakers will have the 
final say, but no one can 
be certain whether they 
will make the necessary 
changes to restore the lost 
funding for TOPS or the many other programs 
facing more cuts. 

There’s sure to be lots of “fireworks” when the 
legislature convenes on Monday, April 10 and 
for both a postscript to the recently concluded 
special session last month, and a preview of 
the regular session to come in April, you won’t 
want to miss our March luncheon. Senator 
Peacock represents District 37, having been 
first elected to the chamber in 2011. 
Representative Seabaugh represents District 
5 and was first elected to the chamber in a 
special election in 2010. 

Join us Tuesday and let’s visit. Reservations 
not required. Eating is $13 and listening is free.
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“If you think they're going to give you your country 
back without a fight, you're sadly mistaken”



From the Chairman

Dear Fellow Republicans, 

Steve Bannon recently said, about the liberals 
and progressives, that “if you think they're going 
to give you your country back without a fight, 
you're sadly mistaken.” And that certainly seems 
to be the case. In Berkeley, California masked 
protesters recently smashed windows, stormed 
buildings and set fires recently on the campus of 
the University of California to shut down a 
speech by Milo Yiannopoulos, a Breitbart News 
editor. The university canceled the event and 
blamed "150 masked agitators" for the unrest, 
saying they had come to campus to disturb an 
otherwise peaceful protest. Five people were 
injured, and the university police locked down 
the campus for hours, but not until the 
protesters had caused $100,000 worth of 
damage. 

That followed a bloody frenzy in Seattle on 
Inauguration Day last month, where protestors 
tried to prevent a speech by Mr. Yiannopoulos 
again, but this time at the University of 
Washington. 

Then there was Madonna on Inauguration Day, 
who said she had “thought an awful lot about 
blowing up the White House," while speaking to 
p r o t e s t o r s a t t h e Wo m e n ’s M a r c h i n 
Washington. On that day, hundreds of 
thousands marched against Trump, and for 
everything from gender and racial inequities, to 
the right to organize and fight for a “living 
m in imum wage” fo r a l l worke rs , p lus 
comprehensive reproductive rights, LGBTQ 
rights, and immigrant and refugee rights. 

"This is not just the beginning of the 'tea party of 
the left' but a larger movement for civil rights 
that could make history," said Moumita Ahmed, 
founder of "Millennials for Revolution," an 
offspring of the Bernie Sanders campaign. "The 
steady flow of protests will absolutely continue 
and get bigger and bigger." 

These often-violent protests, and efforts to 
silence free speech, remind me of conservative 
writer William F. Buckley when he wrote, 
“Liberals claim to want to give a hearing to 
other views, but then are shocked and offended 
to discover that there are other views.” 

But none of us should be bullied into silence, 
however growing the flow of protests become. 
The truth is, many of you who feel that we won 
in November, are still struggling to find your 
voice. You still bite your tongue, or hold your 
comments back in polite conversation, afraid 
that you will be called racist, elitist, sexist or 
anti-environmentalist — regardless of whether 
it’s true or not — simply because of how you 
voted or what you believe. 

In fact, even if you feel we “won” last November, 
it’s more important than ever to remain vocal 
about the things that matter. No, it’s not enough 
to watch the same conservative television or 
radio shows, or read the same conservative-
minded publications. Or visit with your friends 
and families about the decline of our country, or 
the ridiculousness of the violence by protestors. 
Or which party or demographic population that 
is mostly to blame for all such issues. 

And we shouldn’t keep preaching to the choir, 
either, and expect much to change, and blame 
is just a waste of time. Instead, you must 
evangelize the principles upon which our 
country was founded — economic freedom, 
equal opportunity, and self-determination – 
especially to those who may very much 
disagree with your perspective. These are the 
fundamental principles of our Declaration of 
Independence, and when followed, these won’t 
ever confuse caring, with actually helping, or 
doing, with actually accomplishing something. 

So don’t be silent about things that matter, and 
call it like it is, and if anyone happens to get 
offended by you defending what you believe, 
especially the intellectuals who “know better” 
than the rest of us, just tell them to go join a 
protest. And bring some safety goggles. They’ll 
need some. 

In closing, and as always, please consider 
making a contr ibut ion to the Caddo 
Republican PEC, or to volunteer your time. 
Contributions of any amount may be made by 
mailing a check to: Caddo RPEC, 1941-C East 
70th Street, Shreveport, LA 71105 or by clicking 
the following link to contribute by credit or debit 
card, http://bit.ly/CaddoRPEC (but you don’t 
need a PayPal account to contribute online). 
Thanks, in advance, for any support you can 
lend our efforts. 

Louis R. Avallone   
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Medallion Club, New Clubs
Join The Ranks! 

The 2017 Medallion Club membership drive is just 
beginning! We are grateful for the tremendous 
support, and unwavering commitment of our 
Caddo Parish Republican supporters. As many of 
you know, the Medallion Club effort raises the 
necessary funds to run the office, pay for the 
newsletter, and conduct other Party activities. 
Gold Medallion members level is $200 and above, 
Medallion membership is $100-199 and Supporter 
level membership is up to $99. You can contribute 
online by visiting http://bit.ly/CaddoRPEC or 
checks may be dropped off to the office at 1941-C 
East 70th Street, Shreveport 71105. Contributions 
are not tax deductible. Gold Medallion: D.A. 
S impson, Carro l l Michaud, and Aust in 
Robertson. Medallion: Jack Daniel and Sylvia 
Norton. 

An Opportunity To Clarify 
On the recent matter involving Robbie Gatti, a 
candidate for Louisiana House District 8, who 
dressed as Tiger Woods for a Halloween party at 
his church, 15 years ago: While many may have 
their own opinions about the judgment or bad 
taste in doing so, including Robbie himself, who 
has apologized to anyone he offended, perhaps 
this is a good opportunity for Republicans to set 
the record straight about our Party, and what we 
believe. 

We need to always remind voters that the root 
principles of the Republican Party are those of 
equal rights, and respect for life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. In fact, the Republican Party 
was founded by those in Congress who simply 
could not tolerate slavery in our country, and 
wanted to abolish it, which they did, after the 
Abraham Lincoln was elected President, our 
country’s first Republican President. From the 

14th Amendment, giving full citizenship to freed 
slaves, to the 15th Amendment, giving freed 
slaves the right to vote, Republicans have stood 
alone in their support of these matters, insofar as 
both of these amendments passed in Congress 
with 0% Democrat support. 

The Republican Party simply remains committed 
to its core belief that “all men are created equal” 
and that this commitment is both our right, and our 
duty, to uphold. 

You Want Us To Still Mail It?
For many, many years, as faithful newsletter readers 
know, we have distributed The Caddo Republican by 
mailing a printed version and emailing a digital 
version. As our email subscribers have continued to 
grow exponentially year after year, we are delivering 
the newsletter digitally today, more than ever before. 
We have also been mailing the printed newsletter to 
some subscribers because we assumed not all 
subscribers had access to the Internet, or simply 
found the printed version more convenient. We also 
felt that a printed newsletter that arrived in 
subscribers’ mailboxes seemed like a more tangible 
benefit of supporting the Party’s efforts. 

Another important consideration today is that printing 
and mailing costs are a significant item in our 
budget, despite the simple design. Reducing or 
eliminating those costs would make a considerable 
amount of money available for other, much-needed 
efforts to communicate with voters about the 
principles of the Republican Party in Caddo Parish. 

With all of that said, please let us know if you 
wish to continue receiving a printed newsletter 
that is mailed to you. Otherwise, please add 
your name to our email subscribers’ list by 
emailing us at louisavallone@caddogop.com, and 
we’ll make sure you continue receiving the 
newsletter in your “inbox” every month.  
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225-362-1800 4 
617-7262 
868-3464 
868-3464 
225-389-4495 
841-0199 

Calendar of EventsThe Women’s Republican Club 
of Shreveport (WRC) meets 
every 3rd Wednesday of the 
month at 11:45 a.m. at East 
Ridge Country Club. Lunch is 
$18.00. Reservations can be 
m a d e b y e m a i l i n g 
rsvp.wrc@gmail.com or calling 
795-0870 and leave a message. 
Men are invited to attend and join 
as associates. 

The Professional Republican 
Women (PRWC) meets at 6:00 
p.m. at Savoie’s The Catering 
Place on the 3rd Tuesday of 
e a c h m o n t h . E m a i l 
PRWC1989@gmai l . com o r 
c o n t a c t P a m G u t e k u n s t 

(pamgutekunst@bellsouth.net, 
797-0802) for reservations (menu 
is fried catfish, unless chef salad 
is requested in advance). Men 
are welcome to attend and join 
as associates. Meals are $12.00. 

The Republican Women of 
Bossier (RWB) meet on the 4th 
Tuesday of the month at the 
Stonebridge Country Club. “Meet 
and Greet” starts at 5:30 p.m. 
Meals are $18.00. Listening is 
free. Email Gail Bradley at 
rwbmeal@gmai l .com or by 
calling her at 572-5853, for 
reservations (RSVP, please, by 
the Monday before). Men are 
welcome as associates.
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March 7     - Sen. Peacock and 
                     Rep. Seabaugh  
                     GOP Luncheon 

March 15   - WRC Luncheon 

March 16   - PEC Meeting 

March 21   - PRWC Dinner 

March 28   - RWB Dinner 

I f you are an emai l subscr iber to the news let ter, p lease don ’ t forget to adv i se the ed i tor 
(louisavallone@caddogop.com) when you change your email address. If you are not, subscribe via full-color 
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