
This Month’s Meeting
Our guest speaker for this month’s luncheon at 
12 noon on Tuesday, October 3, 2017, at the 
Wyndham Garden Hotel on E. 70th Street will 
be Caddo Parish Commissioner Mario 
Chavez. 

Commissioner Chavez has represented District 
10 since January 11, 2016, and is Chairman of 
the Long Range Planning & Special Projects 
Committee, as well as a member of the Animal 
Services Committee, and the Economic 
Development Committee. He is a veteran of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, and small business 
owner, awarded the 2016 Small Business 
Owner of the Year by the Shreveport Chamber 
of Commerce. 

From the Confederate monument in front of the 
Caddo Parish Courthouse, and the proposal of 
adding memorials for Reconstruction and the 
Civil Rights Movement, to Sheriff Prator’s 
recommendation to place a fence around the 
Courthouse, to the Caddo Animal Shelter 
selling animals on Craigslist, the Caddo Parish 
Commission is at the center of lots of activity. 
Our guest speaker has recently proposed the 
idea of an outdoor, public restroom, possibly 

located on the Courthouse 
grounds, to address the 
needs of homeless people 
who currently congregate 
o n t h e g r o u n d s 
throughout the day, and 
night. It is estimated that 
this would cost $18,000 
per year to have public 
restrooms maintained.  

Our guest speaker wants to see economic 
development in our Parish. However, 
according to Parish President, Steve Jackson, 
the Commission was “shut out of the 
conversation and excluded from a meeting that 
took place with selected community leaders” 
regarding Shreveport Mayor Ollie Tyler’s 
proposed Cross Bayou Development — and  
now comes the news of a downgrade to the 
City of Shreveport's general obligation bond 
rating due to stagnant revenue and the lack of 
economic growth. 

So, join us Tuesday and let’s visit. There’s lots 
to talk about. Bring a guest, especially 
someone who might not consider themselves 
“political”. Reservations not required. Eating is 
$13 and listening is free.
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The People Have Spoken.



From the Chairman

Dear Fellow Republicans, 

The City Council of Shreveport voted 6-0 last 
month against building a proposed $150 
million multi-use area development, leaving 
Pensacola as the de facto front-runner to 
host the new team. 

Some say the idea of having a NBA “G 
League” team in Shreveport is much more 
appealing than the reality of what it actually 
costs to bring them here. Mayor Ollie Tyler 
insisted building an arena for the “G League” 
team of the New Orleans Pelicans was an 
important and “significant economic driver in 
job creation.” 

The Caddo GOP released a statement, 
before that 6-0 vote that any decision to 
proceed must also guarantee a public vote 
on any public money that will be used to 
finance the proposed arena. The PEC issued 
this statement because there has been a 
trend, across the country, of government 
finding loopholes in laws and ordinances 
meant to guarantee public votes. In fact, 
ESPN The Magazine reports that cities and 
states have put more than $8 billion toward 
stadiums without holding votes, over the past 
10-15 years, and at the end of the game, so 
to speak, the Caddo GOP felt the residents 
of Shreveport deserved to be heard directly 
on this matter. 

One of those reasons is that there is 
evidence that the math for a G-league team 
works at $20 million for an arena, and many 
arenas for this league are built with no public 
money. In Oshkosh, WI, for example, their 
arena cost $21 million and the NBA said it 
was the finest G-league facility in the country.  
We s imply wanted assurances that 
Shreveport wouldn’t be counted among 
those cities where the residents never had a 
chance to be heard. 

In closing, and as always, please consider 
making a contribution to the Caddo 
Republican PEC, or to volunteer your time. 
Contributions of any amount may be made 
by mailing a check to: Caddo RPEC, 1941-C 
East 70th Street, Shreveport, LA 71105 or by 
clicking the following link to contribute by 
credit or debit card, http://bit.ly/CaddoRPEC 
(but you don’t need a PayPal account to 
contribute online). Thanks, in advance, as 
always, for any support you can lend. 

Louis R. Avallone   

Election Day - October 14
Early voting for the October 14 election 
b e g i n s S e p t . 3 0 t h r o u g h O c t . 7 
(except Sunday, Oct. 1) from 8:30 a.m.-6 
p.m. On the ballot in Caddo Parish will be 
state treasurer, Parish Commission Member 
Dist r ic t 12, three (3) const i tu t ional 
amendments, and two (2) fire district 
propositions. Any run-offs will be decided 
Nov. 18, although voters will know by the end 
of election night which of the three 
amendments will be added to a state 
constitution that has been amended 186 
times since 1974. (The U.S. Constitution, by 
way of comparison, has been amended only 
17 times since 1791.) For more information 
on what is on your ballot, please visit: https://
voterportal.sos.la.gov/. 

A single Republican, John Cunningham is 
running for the unexpired term of former 
Caddo Commission District 12 member Ken 
Epperson. In an interview with The Caddo 
Republican, John Cunningham said, “With all 
of the issues facing Caddo Parish and all of 
the negative publicity that the Commission 
has been getting I felt the need to get into 
this race. There needs to be another 
conservative voice on the Commission, one 
with a basis in honesty and integrity. He went 
on to say, “Let’s get back to a government 
that represents the best interests of the 
people, instead of the other way around.” 
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Medallion Club…Thank You!
Join The Ranks! 

The 2017 Medallion Club membership drive is 
growing! We are grateful for the tremendous 
support, and unwavering commitment of our 
Caddo Parish Republican supporters. As 
many of you know, the Medallion Club effort 
raises the necessary funds to run the office, 
pay for the newsletter, and conduct other 
Party activities. Gold Medallion members level 
is $200 and above, Medallion membership is 
$100-199 and Supporter level membership is 
up to $99. You can contribute online by 
visiting http://bit.ly/CaddoRPEC or checks 
may be dropped off to the office at 1941-C 
East 70th Street, Shreveport 71105. 
Contributions are not tax deductible. Gold 
Medallion: The Professional Republican 
Women of Caddo, Harold Coates, D.A. 
Simpson, Carroll Michaud, Austin Robertson. 
Medallion: Jack Daniel, Sylvia Norton, Jim 
and Martha Allen. Olive Stuart, and Steve 
Riall. Supporter: Stanley Kolniak. 

He Called Senator Cassidy A “Liar”
Late-night host Jimmy Kimmel ripped into 
Sen. Bill Cassidy on Tuesday for having 
promised to support health care legislation 
that protected children and helped the 
uninsured, only to craft a bill months later that 
Kimmel — and many health care analysts — 
say won’t do that. 

Cassidy (R-La.) and Sen. Lindsey Graham 
(R-S.C.) are co-authors of a last-ditch bill to 
repeal the Affordable Care Act that would 
convert the program’s funding to block grants 
and give states the ability to relax some of the 
law’s insurance regulations. The proposal 

would also make significant funding cuts to 
Medicaid. Kimmel said: “This guy, Bill 
Cassidy, he just lied right to my face.” He then 
listed four pledges that Cassidy made on the 
show, including a promise to lower health 
costs for Americans and to oppose insurance 
companies’ lifetime caps. “The new bill does 
none of those things,” Kimmel said Tuesday. 
“For lots of people, the bill will result in higher 
premiums, and as far as lifetime caps go, the 
states can decide on that, too — which means 
there will be lifetime caps in many states.” 

Caddo GOP Is “Hiring”
We publish a monthly newsletter, which is 
distributed to all of our members via email and 
U.S. mail, and available to our wider 
community via our website and social media 
channels. The publication is much valued and 
welcomed by our members and we endeavor 
to provide varied and informative content. If 
you are interested in assisting, from writing 
articles, to editing articles, or to layout the 
newsletter each month and continue to 
improve its effectiveness, we’d like to talk with 
you. It's an ideal opportunity for someone with 
an interest in the written word and some flair 
for design and layout. Some IT skills, plus the 
ability to prepare interesting articles for 
inclusion would be an advantage. If you are 
interested, please contact Louis R. Avallone 
a t 3 1 8 - 4 7 0 - 2 1 2 2 o r v i a 
louisavallone@caddogop.com.

You Want Us To Still Mail It?
For many, many years, as faithful newsletter 
readers know, we have distributed The Caddo 
Republican by mailing a printed version and 
emailing a digital version. Please let us know 
if you wish to continue receiving a printed 
newsletter that is mailed to you. Otherwise, 
please add your name to our email 
subsc r ibe rs ’ l i s t by ema i l i ng us a t 
louisavallone@caddogop.com, and we’ll 
make sure you continue receiving the 
newsletter in your “inbox” every month. 
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869-2975 
225-362-1800 
868-3464 
868-3464 
225-389-4495 
841-0199 

Calendar of EventsThe Women’s Republican Club 
of Shreveport (WRC) meets 
every 3rd Wednesday of the 
month at 11:45 a.m. at East 
Ridge Country Club. Lunch is 
$18.00. Reservations can be 
m a d e b y e m a i l i n g 
rsvp.wrc@gmail.com or calling 
795-0870 and leave a message. 
Men are invited to attend and join 
as associates. 

The Professional Republican 
Women (PRWC) meets at 6:00 
p.m. at Savoie’s The Catering 
Place on the 3rd Tuesday of 
e a c h m o n t h . E m a i l 
PRWC1989@gmai l . com o r 
c o n t a c t P a m G u t e k u n s t 

(pamgutekunst@bellsouth.net, 
797-0802) for reservations (menu 
is fried catfish, unless chef salad 
is requested in advance). Men 
are welcome to attend and join 
as associates. Meals are $12.00. 

The Republican Women of 
Bossier (RWB) meet on the 4th 
Tuesday of the month at the 
Stonebridge Country Club. “Meet 
and Greet” starts at 5:30 p.m. 
Meals are $18.00. Listening is 
free. Email Gail Bradley at 
rwbmeal@gmai l .com or by 
calling her at 572-5853, for 
reservations (RSVP, please, by 
the Monday before). Men are 
welcome as associates.
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October 3 - Caddo GOP Luncheon 

October 14 - Election Day 

October 17  - PRWC Dinner 

October 18  - WRC Luncheon 

October 19  - PEC Meeting 

October 24  - RWB Dinner 

I f you are an emai l subscr iber to the news let ter, p lease don ’ t forget to adv i se the ed i tor 
(louisavallone@caddogop.com) when you change your email address. If you are not, subscribe via full-color. 

October 14
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